
Stretched & Strengthened as Those Who Stay Near . . . 
Will you stay or will you stray in your service to the Lord? 

1.   Pray that we would draw near to the Lord and be steadfast in His House. . . 
 
Ezek.	44:15		“But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall 
come near to Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and the blood,” declares the Lord GOD. 

James 4:7-10  Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning 
and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
 
Heb 10:22-23 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 
 
Heb 4:15-16 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yetwithout sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 
 
Heb 10:24-25 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
 
Ps 100:1-3 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing. Know 
that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

Ps 26:8, 12 O LORD, I love the habitation of Your house And the place where Your glory   dwells. My foot stands on a level place; In 
the congregations I shall bless the LORD. 
 
Ps 84:1-3 How lovely are Your dwelling places, O LORD of hosts! My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the LORD; My heart and my 
flesh sing for joy to the living God. The bird also has found a house, And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, Even 
Your altars, O LORD of hosts, My King and my God. 
 
Isa 26:2-4 “Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, The one that remains faithful. “The steadfast of mind You will keep in 
perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.“Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.	

2.   Pray that we would be aware of any potential exits from His presence that our straying heart might be eyeing . . . 
 
Is. 29:13 Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts 
far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote, 
 
I Cor 15:56-58 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain 
in the Lord. 

Judges 21:24-25 The sons of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family, and each one of them went out from there 
to his inheritance. In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 
 
Ezek 44:10 But the Levites who went far from Me when Israel went astray, who went astray from Me after their idols, shall bear the punishment 
for their iniquity. 
Deut 30:17-19 But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you 
today that you shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it. I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that 
you may live, you and your descendants, 
 
Phil 3:18-20 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, 
from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
II Tim 3:1-5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, 
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of 
good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its 
power; Avoid such men as these. 

 
Rom 8:35-39 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Rom 8:28-31 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 



 
 

Praise Opportunities . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAISES! 
 


